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The Port of Tilbury, part of Forth Ports, has taken delivery of two rubber-
tyred Sennebogen 870M mobile cranes with high-mount cabs and a range
of attachments to handle bulk cargoes, packaged goods and other loads. The
cranes are described as having state-of-the-art load-sensing hydraulics and
various safety features, and as being more environment-friendly than the
older equipment they replace. A specialist training course has been undertaken
by the crane operators. Forth Ports is already familiar with Sennebogen
870M cranes, having acquired four machines for various Scottish port
operations in 2009

Anticipating a sharp growth in
cargo volumes, major Japanese
trading firms have been boosting
their stakes in overseas port op-
erators, with the focus on emerg-
ing countries.

Mitsui & Co’s annual container
handling volume is expected to
jump 3.6-fold to 1.1M TEU, thanks
to a string of investments in emerg-
ing-nation port operators. By 2015,
the company aims to raise the fig-
ure to 3M TEU.

Mitsui’s recent investments in
overseas port operators include
the Evergreen Container Termi-
nal in Thailand (ECTT), for
which it paid US$39.12M to ac-
quire a 49% stake. ECTT cur-
rently handles around 500,000
TEU a year at the Thai port of
Laem Chabang.

Mitsui is also in the process of
taking over Portek International,
the Singapore-based turnkey port
services and solutions provider and
operator of multi-purpose ports
and container terminals of up to
350,000 TEU. Portek operates
seven seaport terminals in Indo-
nesia, Algeria, Gabon and Malta,
and a dry port in Rwanda, with a
combined annual throughput of
around 800,000 TEU.

Another Japanese trading
house, Itochu Corp, is in a
US$391.21M joint venture with
NYK, MOL and a Vietnamese
state-owned shipping company to
build and operate a container ter-
minal at the northern Vietnam-
ese port of Lach Huyen. With an
annual capacity of about 850,000
TEU, the facility is expected to
start operations in 2015.

Meanwhile, Marubeni Corp
manages Thailand’s Eastern Sea
Laem Chabang Terminal and
holds stakes in grain shipment ter-
minals in Brazil and the US.

Container throughput at India’s 13
major ports increased 4.4% in the
April-August period to 3.22M
TEU from 3.1M TEU in the cor-
responding period of last year.

The Indian Ports Association
(IPA) said containerised tonnage
across the country rose almost 10%
to 49.4 mt from 45.3 mt.

Throughput at Jawaharlal
Nehru Port (JNP), India’s largest

Slower growth at
India’s box ports

The Port of Melbourne’s long-
awaited online booking system at
empty container parks was acti-
vated this month after proponents
obtained clearance from the Aus-
tralian Competition and Con-
sumer Commission (ACCC).

Nine ECPs will participate in
the scheme, with Port Melbourne
Containers (PMC) the first to go
live early in the month and sys-
tem operator Containerchain Pty
Ltd beginning full fee-based op-
erations on 19 September.

The ACCC said it had re-
ceived notifications from all nine
parks regarding possible third line
forcing conduct, which involves
the supply of goods or services on
condition that the customer also
acquires goods or services from a
third party.

“The ACCC is satisfied that the
likely benefit to the public from the
proposed conduct will in each case
outweigh the likely detriment of
the proposed conduct and does not

intend to take any further action at
this time,” it said.

The ECPs will individually
enter into an arrangement with
Containerchain under which
container transport operators
who wish to drop a container
off or pick a container up from
parks will be required to use the
online booking system to ob-
tain a time slot, for which a
booking fee is paid.

As well as PMC, other partici-
pants are Victorian Container
Management, Raftnet (trading as
Container Logistics), Chalmers
Industries, Allied Container Serv-
ices, Dundas Ridge (Melbourne
Reefer Services), Ocean & Air
Cargo Services, Oceania Con-
tainer Services, Murcott and CC
Containers.

The ECP booking system will
be closely watched by industry,
which is hopeful that similar
schemes can be implemented in
Sydney and Fremantle.

Melbourne booking
system goes live

Tideworks Technology has se-
cured another customer in the
US for its Intermodal Pro (IPro)
terminal operating system.

APL will install IPro at its new
intermodal terminal in Joliet, Il-

container port, grew 2% to 1.78M
TEU from 1.75m TEU, while
Chennai, the second largest, saw a
6.5% rise to 672,000 TEU from
631,000 TEU a year earlier.

The latest IPA figures reflect
recent congestion problems fol-
lowing crane replacements at JNP
and a truckers’ strike at Chennai,
which adversely impacted traffic
growth at the two ports, which

account for around 75% of India’s
containerised cargo movements.

Kolkata handled 226,000 TEU,
up from 216,000 TEU, Tuticorin
moved 196,000 TEU, up from
189,000 TEU.

Major ports suffering marginal
declines in container volume in-
cluded Mumbai and Kochi.

According to the IPA, total
tonnage at the 13 state-owned
ports from April through August
was up 4.6% to 237 mt.

Kandla emerged once again as
the top cargo handler with a
throughput of 35.9 mt, followed
by Visakhatpatnam (30.5 mt), JNP
(26.7mt) and Chennai (24.7 mt).

Japanese
up port
stakes

Tideworks lands APL deal
linois, which is being built on a
43-acre site at the CentrePoint
Intermodal Centre, close to Un-
ion Pacific’s Global IV terminal
and BNSF’s Logistics Park (see
WorldCargo News July 2011, p13).

APL has opted for a compre-
hensive suite of Tideworks appli-
cations, including IPro, Traffic
Control (equipment control and
electronic job dispatching), Dig-
ital Bridge (real time performance
monitoring) and the Gate Vision
gate operating system with OCR.
Tideworks is also providing de-
sign and consultancy services for
the new gate facility.

There is keen competition in

the US intermodal TOS market
between Tideworks, Navis and
RMI and this is an important win
for Tideworks. “Given the strate-
gic nature of this site, it was criti-
cal we select a partner with
intermodal project experience
and a solution that can grow and
scale with our operations,” said
Ronnie Armstrong, director of
operations for APL’s central re-
gion.

“Tideworks’ comprehensive
TOS solution directly addresses
our needs for this new facility, and
we look forward to partnering
closely with the Tideworks team
in the coming months,” he said.

Changsha, the capital of China’s
south-central Hunan province,
has officially opened its new rail
freight station in the Changsha
Jinxia Economic Development
Zone.

The Xinhua news agency
said the 2 km2 facility will have
an annual handling capacity of
5mt by 2015, rising to 20mt by
2020. It features five lines - two
container loading and unload-
ing lines, two full-load railcar
lines and one heavy cargo line.

The new facility will link to
the Changsha Xianing port area

Changsha rail freight
station on stream

and function as a logistics cen-
tre composed of rail, highway
and shipping facilities.

The Jinxia Customs Bonded
Centre is designed to become
the largest bonded logistics base
and a key international logistics
transhipment hub in central
China in three to five years,
Xinhua said.

China’s railways transported
2.273 bt of goods from January
to July, up 7.9% year-on-year, the
Railway Ministry said. July’s
freight volume rose 6% to
326mt.
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